[Peak Nasal Inspiratory Flow: learning curve for the measurement method and reproducibility].
A prospective study on the learning curve and reproducibility of PNIF measurement with 18 different operators. Five hundred twenty-eight patients in two groups were prospectively enrolled in this study from September 2003 to April 2004. The learning curve of the technique was monitored after five patients had been measured. Reproducibility was evaluated with all patients after two consecutive measurements. The technique was acquired by all operators after the fifth patient. The mean PNIF measurements in controls and patients were 86.02+/-36.96 l/min and 89.59+/-41.97 l/min, respectively. Reproducibility (PNIF2-PNIF1=5.51+/-24.93 l/min) was obtained for all operators, whatever the number of measurements taken. The study confirms the good reproducibility and the easy training in PNIF measurement.